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YOUTH GARDENING 
 
 
This committee is responsible for engaging community children and youth in all aspects of 
gardening, flower arranging, and to encourage all young people to develop a life-long love of 
gardening and the environment utilizing the Children’s Sensory Garden, Our Giving Garden 
and our Community Outreach components.  All members of the club will be asked to assist 
this committee. 
   
 The Children’s Sensory Garden (CSG) component is responsible for designing, planting, 

weeding, watering of all gardens including all hardscape areas, fundraising, 
implementing, maintaining, and providing youth environmental education for the CSG 
in partnership with The Botanic Garden (BG).   
 

 Our Giving Garden (OGG) component is responsible for designing and creating a garden 
that can be used for furthering educational gardening activities with children and youth 
of all ages and abilities. Also, the planting, weeding, and harvesting of the garden with 
produce will be donated to the community’s local food banks or used for our youth 
gardening educational programs.  Our Giving Garden is located in the Community 
Gardens near the Historic Park Barns at The Botanic Garden. 
 

 Community Outreach component:  This component is responsible for reaching out to 
the community to help support educational and environmental programs. These 
programs could entail teaching a unit on trees to an elementary class(es) on 
Arbor/Earth Day and allowing the children to experience planting a tree.  The Friendly 
Garden Club membership works with the National Garden Clubs. Inc, (NGC) Central 
Region, and Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc. sponsoring and teaching students at all grade 
levels about common gardening, landscaping, environmental and floral design.  This 
committee, also, is going to look for and apply for external grants that will help support 
our youth activities. 
 
 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE YOUTH GARDENING COMMITTEE -  CHILDREN’S SENSORY GARDEN 
(CGS), OUR GIVING GARDEN (OGG), COMMUNITY OUTREACH (CO) CHAIR OR CO-CHAIRS: 

1. Contact the director of The Botanic Garden to inform him/her of each year’s plan for 
the coordination of responsibilities of the CSG and the BG in designing, planting, 
ordering, weeding, scheduling of all start up responsibilities.  (If there is an intern 
involved, he/she should be included at all volunteer levels.) 

2. Harvesting and delivery of produce. 
3. Clean-up of the gardens and getting them ready for a winter’s rest. 
4. Contact the director of The Botanic Garden Educational Programs to coordinate 

programs for the new year. 
5. Communicate with the intern, captain, and committee members on planned 

activities and notify members of rain cancellations. 
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6. Communicate with the president if there needs to be a signup schedule made for 
TFGC members to help with the YGC members in the many activities that they 
participate in. 

7. Attend planning meetings in February through May which will be held at The Botanic 
Gardens or via Zoom. 

8. Prepare the expense report for the treasurer, president, finance chair by  
September 1. 

9. Prepare “Activity Cart” (AC) stocking of all materials, daily bringing the AC into the 
gardens and returning to a safe storage area that has been assigned (The intern.) 

 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF OUR YGC COMMITTEE’S MEMBERS: 

 
1. Help prepare soil and all beds for the gardens, have plants and seeds purchased and 

ready for planting day. 
2. Purchase any required or needs to be replaced items such as:  fertilizers, nettings, 

trellis, cages, vertical props, children’s programs materials, tools, etc. 
3. Attend all planning sessions in March through May. 
4. Sign up for all necessary time slots for watering, weeding, harvesting, delivering 

vegetables to the community food banks. 
5. Assist in putting all gardens to rest for winter. 
6. Assist in helping with all children’s programs going on at the CSG and OGG. 
7. Provide your thoughts and support working together as a team to make a difference 

and help promote GREAT STEWARDSHIP! 
 

 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE FGC MEMBERS ON THE BOTANIC GARDEN EDUCATIONAL FOCUS 
COMMITTEE  

1. Contact the BG Educational Focus Committee to collaborate programs for visiting 
field trips and scheduled children’s programs. 

2. Have a planned calendar of events for a guide as well as publicity needed. 
3. Notify the BG of TFGC programs that will be sponsored. 
4. Attend workshops and all scheduled meetings with the BG Educational Focus 

Committee. 
5. Maintain the backpacks, including seasonal changes, refreshing, accountability of 

materials. 
6. Make sure all supplies are made available, volunteers required, forms filled out and 

signatures needed for each program. 
7. Check to see all volunteers are fingerprinted when there is contact with children. 

 


